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It has been an eventful year for us all.  One thing is for sure: neither the Pandemic nor Brexit have been enough to 
hold Camida back!  

Socially, we have been doing all we can to keep a vibrant and interactive staff.  Some events have been remote, such 
as Painting & Prosecco and movie nights and, when possible, we have been supporting and enjoying local pubs 
and restaurants.
Professionally, we have hosted our first International Visitor since Covid 19, and some Camida staff attended a 
physical Sales and Sourcing meeting earlier this year.  

Camida has been fortunate enough to experience many years of consistent growth.  This success has accelerated 
over the last two years.  2020 was by far our busiest ever and it seems 2021 will prove to be even busier.  Every 
single Camida staff member should be proud of being part of that growth.  As part of the Logistics team, I am 
pleased with the way we have managed that growth and dealt with freight and customs issues at the same time.

What we deliver to our customers is good service, and to 
enable us to offer the same high standard we have expanded 
our staff in existing departments and created a Quality and 
Regulatory department.  In addition, we have acquired a new 
building (almost) next to our offices in Clonmel.

I conducted an interview for a Logistics position recently, 
and I found myself saying we are a successful company.  The 
above outlines why, but after that I said, what’s even more 
important to me is our company values, including what 
Camida does for the staff and for the local community.

I believe the Camida culture gives us an advantage in terms 
of reputation and work experience.  A good and successful 
work experience provides knowledge and confidence, just one 
example being the two staff members who celebrated their 
20-year work anniversary earlier this year.

It’s been a successful but also a very challenging year.  I must 
say that I haven’t come across a more complex company than 
Camida in terms of the variety of different buying and selling 
terms; number of import and export countries as well as 
internal and external stakeholders.  A lot must be considered!  
But, someone once said: “What doesn’t kill you makes you 
stronger” and I’m sure we will come out of this stronger in a 
lot of different areas of our business.

I cannot, at this time, tell you if or when we will go back to "normal" lead times 
and rates or even when we can rely on the shipping information provided.  What 
I can say is that I have decided to run for office, representing Camida with one 
purpose only: to make Logistics great again!

Make Logistics great again!
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EcoXTract
An innovative,  bio-based solvent for the extraction of oils  and 
natural  ingredients
EcoXTract ® (IUPAC name: 2-methyloxolane, also known as 
2-methyltetrahydrofuran) offers an alternative to petroleum-derived solvents 
such as hexane in the extraction of vegetable oils and bioactive components 
with lipophillic properties such as oleoresins, natural pigments, aromatic 
compounds or oil-soluble extracts from a wide range of natural sources (plants, 
marine, algae, microbial...)

EcoXTract ® is a low-boiling liquid with good selectivity towards lipids.  Its 
thermal values are similar to hexane and allow gentle extraction temperatures, 
efficient recycling and easy removal from final products.

For more information about EcoXTract ® and their products, please contact Camida at +353 
52 6125455 or info@camida.com.

Plant-based Technology
EcoXTract ® is a cyclic ether derivative of 
carbohydrates and is produced from lignocellulosic 
biomass, the most abundantly available biomass 
resource on earth.
EcoXTract ® is produced by hydrogenation of 
the furfural building block, obtained by the acid 
hydrolysis of hemicellulose from various renewable 
feedstocks including corn cob and sugarcane 
bagasse.
EcoXTract ® earned the USDA Certified Biobased 
Product label with 100% biobased content.

Safe for Workers
EcoXTract ® is a flammable liquid, therefore it must 
be handled with caution in an ATEX environment 
at laboratory or industrial scales.  EcoXTract ® is 
not toxic by inhalation (CLP classification) and is 
neither reprotoxic nor neurotoxic.  Interestingly, its 
strong ether smell provides an extra safety measure 
as operators can immediately detect the presence of 
vapours in case of leakage (odour threshold <1mg/
m3).  Any issue can be fixed before it reaches the 
LEL or hazardous exposure levels.  Also, its higher 
electrical conductivity, as compared to hexane, 
reduces the risk of electrostatic ignition.

Safe for Consumers
Based on in vitro and in vivo data studies, 
EcoXTract ® presents an excellent toxicological 
profile compatible with the use for food 
applications and is not classified for mutagenicity, 
carcinogenicity, reproductive toxicity, or target 
organ effects according to EC 1272/08.  This 
is especially important in food or cosmetic 
applications since use of processing aids in the 
manufacturing process inevitably results in the 
presence of limited but unavoidable residues 
in the finished products.  It is classified in the 
pharmaceutical industry ICH Q3C Guidlines, as a 
"low toxicity solvent" in the same group as ethanol.

Safe for the Environment
EcoXTract ® offers a renewable 
alternative solution, reducing 
the need for petroleum-based 
chemicals.

EcoXTract ® is a biodegradable 
molecule that has an eco-
friendly, harmless toxicological 
profile on the environment and in water according 
to tests performed under international OECS 
guidelines.

Recommended Applications:

Oilseeds processing
The high affinity of EcoXTract ® with lipids consistently delivers outstanding performance in oil 
extractions, demonstrating similar extract yield when compared with hexane in lab and industrial 
scales, and blazing the trail for the replacement of petrochemicals in the extraction of vegetable oils.

Nature-based extracts manufacturing
EcoXTract ® finds uses in the extraction process of oil-soluble natural ingredients with a wide range 
of applications in food ingredients, cosmetics, nutraceuticals and flavours & fragrances.  EcoXTract ® 
can effectively solubilise lipophilic aromatic molecules such as limonene or carvone as well as natural 

pigments such as carotenoids and lutein.  EcoXTract ® is certified compatible with the production of 
organic cosmetic ingredients (COSMOS approval by Ecocert).
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My first degree was in Analytical 
Chemistry followed 

by a Masters in 
Applied Science.  
I started my 
career as an 
Analytical 
Chemist before 
moving in to 
Chemistry 

Sales.  I joined 
Camida in 

February after 
a 10-year career 

break.  Apparently, it 
can be challenging returning to fulltime 
employment after such a break, but it 
hasn’t been for me, thanks to all the help, 
support and training that I have received 
– thank you!

New staff members - Sourcing Department!
Name: Laura Kearns
I joined the Sourcing team in Camida 
in January 2021.  I 
graduated from 
the University of 
Limerick in 2020 
with a degree in 
Bioscience.  I have 
enjoyed my time 
in Camida so far 
and look forward 
to what is to come. 
Thanks to everyone 
for giving me such a 
warm welcome in these 
strange times!

Name: Megan 
Fitzgerald

I studied Chemistry in 
UCC and it has been 
exciting to see a different 
side to the chemistry 
world that I had not seen 
before.  Thank you to 
everyone for making me 

feel so welcome in my first 
few months with Camida. 

Name:  Aidan 
Lonergan

I have worked in 
the Scientific Sector 
for almost a decade, 
working in such areas 
as Environmental 
Chemistry, Microbiology 
and Administration.  I 
have had fortunate 
moments in my career, 
but nothing compares to 
July 2021 when I had the 
opportunity to join the 
Camida team. 

Name: Olivia Sullivan
I joined the Sourcing team here at Camida 

in July 2021.  I completed 
a degree in Biological 

Sciences at University 
College London in 
2016.  I am really 
enjoying the challenges 
of my new role here 
and I'm really grateful 
for the daily support 
I receive from all my 

colleagues and the warm 
welcome I have had from 

everyone.

Name: Edel O’Gorman
Department:  Quality & 
Regulatory

Name: Helen Armitage
Department:  Sales

Name: Pat  McGrath
Department:  Logistics

I’ve 
previously 

worked 
in 
Quality 
for the 
food, 
Pharma 
and 

Med 
Devices 

industries. 
I’m really 

looking forward to the new 
challenges of Reg Compliance 
and of course the fast paced, 
ever-changing world that is 
Camida.  

I joined 
Camida in 
July 2021 
after gaining 
over 25 years 
of logistics 
experience 
in London, 
Dublin, Cork 
and back 
home here in 
Clonmel. 
My role in 
the logistics 
team is to support the sales 
team and I look forward to 
the many challenges and 
new experiences that this will 
bring.  I would like to thank 
all at Camida for making me 
feel more than welcome.

Name: Ciara Lenihan
I joined the Sourcing team in 
Camida in January 2021. 
I graduated from Cork 
Institute of Technology 
in 2020 with a degree 
in Food Science.  I 
have enjoyed my time 
in Camida so far and 
look forward to what the 
future will bring.  Thanks to 
everyone for giving me such a 
warm welcome.

... and to our other new joiners!
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Clonmel Junction Arts Festival
This year’s Clonmel Junction Arts Festival went ahead with a range of different events to suit the 

restrictions in place, with music and shows streamed live from the Junction 
Dome and interactive displays around the town.

One of the main 
events of the Festival this year was the We Can be 
Heroes workshops and concert series.  Camida were proud sponsors of this event 

which saw several workshops take place online for aspiring musicians covering a range of different topics 
from song writing, producing, and recording to life as a band.  These were followed by concerts celebrating 
Irish talent such as Jerry Fish, Mick Flannery and local musicians Eoin Hally and Ruairi de Lester.  Camida 

held musical evenings throughout the week which allowed the workshop musicians to showcase their talents.

We used the opportunity to say a proper goodbye to Zara leaving Camida after several years. 
Zara, you will be missed around here!

We are thrilled to be sponsoring and participating in the Camida Clonmel Duathlon this year. On hold 
since April 2020, the Camida Clonmel Duathlon takes place on Sunday 25th October, the third Duathlon 

sponsored by Camida. The race consists of a 4km run, taking in the beautiful Blueway along the River 
Suir, a 23km cycle and a second 4km run.

Camida Clonmel Duathlon
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Camida Highlights
Quality and Regulatory -  New 

Department!
Finance – Welcome back Nicola and good 

luck to Ellie with your mat leave!

New Born!   A big congrats to Carmen 
(Sourcing) on the birth of Rebecca Maria 

on 5th February 2021.

Happy work anniversary!

Huge Congratulations to both Colette 
and Lisa on 20 Years at  Camida.

Your contributions to the company are 
greatly appreciated.

The Sales department were re-united 
after a long wait  at  the Sales & 

Sourcing meeting.
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For more information about BioSpectra, please contact Camida at 
+353 52 6125455 or info@camida.com.

The Last Dance
John McNeille is  retiring from Camida after  being with the company since 1998! 
A few words from John: 

I have just retired from Camida after more than 23 years.  It has been a privilege to work in such a such 
a wonderful industry which continues to help change lives.  I have really enjoyed working with all our 
customers and suppliers during my time at Camida.  Thank you all for your help, support and friendship 
over the years. I wish all of you and your families continued good health, happiness and success during the 
coming years.

...  With very best wishes, 

 John

Expanded GMP Production Capabilities - 
BioSpectra

In the face of many challenges, BSI continues to expand their GMP production and storage facilities. 
Within the next six months they will  complete critically needed capacity expansion on 
core buffers in support of various life-saving vaccines that include Tris,  Tris  HCl,  MOPS and 

HEPES . 

This is all being made possible to a large degree by a fifth facility : a new, 170,000 square foot 
GMP Warehouse and Distribution Center .  After a torturous two-year battle, construction has 
started at the old “Monroe Plaza”, an existing mini shopping mall located in Stroudsburg PA, that closed 
prior to the pandemic.  This move is allowing them to free up more manufacturing space at their existing 
locations in Bangor PA and Stroudsburg PA; not only for the above-mentioned expansions but for new 

products as well.

BioSpectra will be exhibiting at CPhI Worldwide in Milan, Italy on November 9-11.


